Fiat Multipla 1.9 JTD Front Wishbones – Removal and Replacement

Not the easiest of jobs – allow around 4hrs, and make sure you have new wishbones to hand before commencing, as you’re unlikely to be able to refit the old.

1. Jack up and securely support the car, allowing clearance to get at the four bolts holding the wishbones to the chassis and the bottom ball joint. 

2. Remove the wheel.

3. Remove the pinch bolt at the bottom ball joint – you’re likely to need some WD40 to get things moving and once you have removed the nut use a spanner to rotate the bolt prior to removal. Once the bolt is mobile tap it out using a suitable drift.

4. Take a stubby flat bladed screwdriver and lay it on top of the wishbone, inserting the end into the small gap in the pinch clamp. Use a hammer to drive the screwdriver a small way into the gap, which will slightly open the clamp.

5. Either side of the ball joint you will notice a small protrusion of the wishbone casting. Take a suitable drift (I used a socket bar of around 10”) and place it more or less vertically behind the wheel hub, so that the end of it rests one of the protrusions. Make sure you hold it in place and using a club hammer give it a few stout blows. Move the bar to the other protrusion and repeat. By now the ball joint pin should be on its way out of the pinch clamp. No need to remove fully at this point.

6. Loosen and remove the four bolts holding the two wishbone brackets to the chassis. The bolts in the bracket nearest the rear of car are likely to be difficult, as this bracket is aluminium and the bolts will have undergone some corrosion. If you’re really unlucky the bolts may even shear! At the very least you’re likely to find that some of the threads on the bolts are clogged with aluminium, which will need removing prior to replacement (or have some new bolts at the ready) Take note that there are three lengths of bolt – the short ones go into the holes nearest the outside of the car, the longest bolt into aluminium bracket and the other into the remainder.

7. Once the bolts have been removed use the drift once more to fully remove the ball joint pin and release the wishbone. Manoeuvre the wishbone and remove.

8. Remove the two bolts holding the anti-roll bar bracket – this will allow the roll bar to be raised to get the new wishbone into place.

9. Manoeuvre the new wishbone into place (it’s not easy) so that you can insert the short bolt, nearest to you and the front of the car. Do not tighten fully. Align the aluminium bracket until you can insert the short bolt (use your fingers to get the bolt into place initially and be careful not to strip the threads through misalignment. The brackets wont lie flat against the chassis at this point. Progressively tighten each bolt which will pull the brackets downward towards their position. Before fully tightening insert the remaining bolts and locate in their positions. You’ll need to tap the brackets this way and that to get the holes to line up – be patient, it’s not easy. Once the other bolts are in place progressively and fully tighten them all.

10. Replace and tighten the bolts of the anti-roll bar bracket.

11. Remove the protective cover from the wishbone ball joint pin, push the wishbone downwards and locate the pin into the pinch bracket. It’s unlikely that you be able to push the pin fully home, so use a jack or similar, together with a socket or similar (to avoid damage to the ball joint) to push the pin fully home.

12. Replace the pinch bolt and nut and fully tighten.

13. Replace the wheel

14. Get the tracking checked straight away, as it’s almost certain it will need adjusting.

Job Done!

