JTD – Auxillary Belt, Cambelt and Tensioner replacement

Before you start you'll need some 'RIBE' bits - they look similar to 
TORX bits, but their profile is more castellated, rather than star 
shape. I didn't have any when I started the job so ended up rushing 
down to Halfords, where I was relieved of £30 for a set of 7. I did 
end up using 3 for the job though (Crank pulley, Cambelt covers and 
a big bugger that secures the engine reaction link mounting). 
You'll also need a couple of the press-fit plastic studs that secure 
the the wheel arch guards to the bodywork - coz they bust when you 
remove the originals!

Removing the wheel arch guards is a tad fiddly and a bit of force 
together with careful manouevring is necessary. Once they're out of 
the way, together with the lower guard, changing the Auxillary belt 
and tensioner is relatively easy.

Getting to the cambelt requires removal of the engine reaction link 
and it's mounting, the belt covers (3 parts) and the crank pulley. 
Once exposed you'll find a white mark on both the cam and crank 
pullies. Lining up the cam mark with the pointer on the casing puts 
the crank at TDC. In this position loosen the tensioner and remove 
the belt. The belt I acquired as the replacement (Fiat part) had 
two yellow lines on it, together with direction of rotation. As 
long as you dont move the pullies you'll find that the two yellow 
lines match perfectly to the two white marks - easy peasey! Once the 
belt is in place set the tensioner so that the pointer on the 
tensioner lines up with the brass index mark on the engine casing. 
You can adjust the tensioner by placing a large flat bladed 
screwdriver in the slot behind the tensioner and then levering the 
tensioner to the left whilst watching the pointer. You'll need 
another pair of hands at this point to tighten the tensioner once in 
position. Check everything is ok by rotating the belt for a couple 
of revolutions using the crank pulley nut. The rest is a matter of 
reversing the dismantling procedure.

One thing to be aware of - when you remove the two upper cambelt 
covers be aware that one of the ribe bolts secures both of the 
upper covers. I didn't realise and broke one of the fixing lugs on the 
cover nearest the front of the car.

As a matter of course, replace the tensioners with new ones.

The job took me about 5 hours, which I'm sure I could reduce with 
the knowledge I now have. Hope this helps anyone thinking of doing 
the same - if you have a specific question I'll help if I can.

Got the parts from shop4parts.co.uk, which arrived next day.. so 
faster than the main dealer.. no suprised there then!
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